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From The Archives - Printed 50 Years Ago

Planter Frame Folds Forward For Transport

Tractor moves forward, and the tongue elongates to fold the planter wings forward 
for transport. Frame, available in 30 to 60 ft. widths, accommodates new or used 
planter units, wheels, drives, lift mechanism, frame and marker from 500 Cyclo or 
Deere 7000 or 7100 planters. 

An innovator from Illinois has uncorked 
a new concept in corn planter design. 
You’ve never seen anything quite like it — 
a front-folding planter frame available in 
widths from 30 to 60 ft. In two minutes, 
it folds forward to less than 14 ft. for road 
transport.

“We think it has some key advantages 
over rear-folding and other type toolbars,” 
Gene Shoup, inventor, told FARM SHOW. 
His own Shoup Manufacturing Plant, in 
Bonfi eld, Ill., expects to have about 50 of 
the new front-folding planter frames off 
the assembly line prior to the 1978 spring 
planting season.

“One advantage with front folding is 
that it allows fertilizer tanks to be mounted 
on the planter frame,” he points out. The 
frame fl exes in three sections, allowing it 
to follow the ground contour with greater 
precision. The entire frame can be lifted as 

a unit, or either the right or left wing can 
be lifted individually while the planter is in 
motion, allowing the operator to plant one-
half of the frame’s width. Each wing has 
its outer end supported by two wheels that 
serve as both lift and drive wheels.

The new-style planter frame is designed 
to accept individual units and other parts 
from new or used 500 Cylco, or Deere 7000 
or 7100 Max Emerge planters. “For farmers 
who already have one or more planters, 
the drives, lift wheels, hubs, markers and 
portions of the frame can be used to help 
reduce cost,” Shoup points out. He notes 
that no caster wheels are used in the planting 
position or for road transport. Four center 
wheels support the planter at the rear, and 
your 3-pt. hitch lifts the front.

The planter is pulled from the 3-pt. hitch 
in both fi eld and road positions. Wheels 
used to lift the wings also serve to drive the 
planter units.

Said to turn shorter than any other planter toolbar on the market and fl exes in three 
sections. Note how planter is pulled from 3-pt. hitch in both fi eld and road position. 
There are no hydraulic lines to disconnect in folding or unfolding the unit.

“We recommend that tractors equipped 
with dual wheels be used to pull the planter,” 
says Shoup. “We’ll assemble planter units 
on the frames, or modify frames to the 
customers’ specifi cations. Prices of our 
basic frames are competitive with others on 
the market.”

The front-fold frame design makes folding 
and transporting the unit a simple, one-man 
operation. The entire process takes less than 
two minutes. The tractor moves forward to 
elongate the tongue in converting the unit 
to transport position. Forward movement 
of the tractor, plus hydraulic power, folds 
the frame. Once the wings come together, 
they automatically interlock with one 
another. The 3-pt. hitch then lifts the front 
of the planter for transport. The planter is 
pulled from the 3-pt. hitch at all times, even 
though the planter is pull-type. Four center 
wheels on the planter frame support the rear 
during transport and support the center of 

the frame while in the fi eld or working 
position.

“All that’s required to fold the frame is 
the simple removal of three pins,” explains 
Shoup. “The frame can be made up to 60 
ft. wide and still have a transport width 
of less than 14 ft. The frame has a short 
tongue to give it a shorter turning radius 
than on other planter frames or toolbars on 
the market,” he points out.

Shoup expects to have a similar front-
fold rotary hoe on the market early next 
year. It uses hoes of a toolbar design and 
will be available in a maximum width of 
60 ft. Slated for introduction yet this year 
is a 50 ft. front-fold anhydrous applicator 
which does not require that the nurse tank 
be unhooked to fold the unit for transport.

Printed 1977, Shoup Manufacturing, 
Bonfi eld, Ill. 
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Some of the 20,000 varieties preserved at 
Seed Savers Exchange.

Seed Savers Exchange Still Growing
Looking for Grandpa Ott’s morning glory 
or German Pink tomatoes?  Seed Savers 
Exchange (SSE) has them and 20,000 more. 
Founded in 1975 by Kent Whealy and Diane 
Ott Whealy, SSE offered its 30 members a 
six-page seed list. Since then, it’s grown into 
a nonprofi t with more than 6,000 supporting 
members and the 890-acre Heritage Farm 
headquarters near Decorah, Iowa.

“At Heritage Farm, seeds are planted with 
both the past and the future in mind,” says 
Mike Bollinger, executive director. “Some 
varieties carry stories that stretch back gen-
erations. Others are being grown, evaluated 
and shared with gardeners for the fi rst time. 

“For 50 years, Seed Savers Exchange has 
worked alongside a community of seed sav-
ers to ensure these varieties continue to be 
grown, shared and stewarded for the genera-
tions that follow.”

Heritage Farm includes two orchards with 
hundreds of unique apple varieties, along 
with heritage poultry breeds and ancient 
White Park cattle. However, the heart of the 
farm is seed preservation. 

SSE maintains a seed bank of more than 
20,000 open-pollinated varieties of fl owers, 
herbs, vegetables and fruit. Nearly 1,000 are 

grown out each year, isolated to maintain 
purity, in the farm’s fi elds, greenhouses and 
gardens. Harvested seeds are germination-
tested, packaged and stored in climate-
controlled rooms. 

More than 500 potato varieties are main-
tained in tissue culture. Each year, 30 to 
40 varieties are offered by member listers 
through the Exchange Yearbook. 

More than 200 garlic varieties are in the 
SSE collection. While the best bulbs are 
saved for replanting, garlic bulbs are also 
offered for sale. In addition, member listers 
offer hundreds of varieties.

SSE continues to share the list of avail-
able seeds in the Seed Exchange Yearbook. 
Members at the $50 level and higher receive 
a complimentary copy. It’s also available for 
sale to non-members. It’s available online at 
no cost. Whether digital or print, the listing 
includes the seeds offered, a description, the 
grower’s name, and the price.

Members and non-members alike can 
request the 2027 retail catalog in print or 
view it online. It features more than 600 
seed varieties from the SSE collection. These 
varieties are also available at the SSE retail 
shop on the farm.

In addition to the Exchange, SSE also 
publishes two directories. The Seed Trade 
Census documents the commercial seed 
trade in open-pollinated garden seed, while 
the Nursery Trade Census documents the 
commercial production of fruits, berries 
and nuts in the U.S. The directories provide 
growers with access to what’s available and 
where to fi nd it. 

SSE and its members are involved in every 
aspect of sharing gardening and seed-saving 
skills, as well as seeds. Multiple events are 
held throughout the year and are posted on the 
SSE website. They include seed-starting and 
grafting workshops, farm tours, seed swaps 
and virtual programs. For those who prefer 
to buy seedlings, SSE holds an annual plant 
sale each spring. In 2026, more than 3,000 
people attended.

 “Through seed donations, trials and 
community programs, thousands of garden-
ers participate in preserving and growing 
heirloom crops,” says Bollinger. “In 2025, 
more than 51,000 seed packets were donated 
to community gardens and schools through 
the Herman’s Garden program, while our 
national network of seed sharers continued 
to steward more than 14,000 unique varieties 

through the Exchange Yearbook.”
Visit the SSE website for details on avail-

able seeds, directories, events, in-person 
and virtual workshops, training videos, and 
much more.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Seed 
Savers Exchange, 3094 N. Winn Rd.,
Decorah, Iowa 52101 (ph 563-382-5990; 
www.seedsavers.org).
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